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A Message from Our New Executive Director 
Andrew Shannon
Welcome to our first edition of Empowerment Quarterly, the 
Newsletter of the Cambridge Empowerment Center. I am excited to 
be here. We appreciate all of the support that we receive; you make 
our programs and services possible.

It fits our mission and my personal interest in giving our community 
every opportunity to progress. We appreciate your assistance in 
helping to facilitate with the youth and adults in Cambridge and 
Dorchester County. Your support in those areas are essential to the 
continued development of our community.

It is our sincere hope and desire that our collaborative efforts continue to make a difference in the 
community, and we are most assured that it will. We hope to continue to formulate a strong partnership.

On behalf of those we serve, thank you for helping us “to enliven the human spirit.”

It is my honor to take the reins at the Cambridge Empowerment Center; I am eager to build on the 
good work that preceded me. Located in the Pine Street Historic District of Cambridge, Maryland, for 
more than 20 years, the Cambridge Empowerment Center is a nonprofit, multi-use community center 
providing safe, artistic, recreational and cultural activities for children ages 5-12, disabled adults and 
seniors, and the unemployed, all at minimal cost. 

Named to the National Register of Historic Places in 2012, the Pine Street Historic District is a 
vibrant African-American community. The Cambridge Empowerment Center is managed by The Pine 
Street Committee, Inc. (PSC) who works cooperatively with government, organizations, businesses, 
and individuals to help Dorchester County and the City of Cambridge. The goal of the PSC is to 
make economic and revitalization challenges surmountable while fostering productive and positive 
relationships while building and opening doors for diverse cultural exchanges among all citizens.

During my interview process, I was impressed with the visionary leadership of the Cambridge 
Empowerment Center; a list of these hard-working board members appears on the back page. Together 
they have built a popular after-school program, enriching summer learning opportunities, successful 
food and clothing drives, nourishing soup and food distribution days, and senior health and enrichment 
programs, community forums, discussions and learning seminars. In addition, they have made the 
Center available for community and private events, filling a clear void in the area. 

Yet we aspire to more. Our vision is to ensure that everyone in the City of Cambridge has the skills and 
education necessary to contribute to the health and well-being of the entire community. 

I invite you to visit us any time to see firsthand all that we are accomplishing and to learn more about 
our plans. I look forward to talking with you soon.

All the best,

Andrew Shannon
Executive Director
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Enrollment Underway Now for Summer 
Learning Program Starting July 5

The Cambridge Empowerment Center is accepting applications to its Summer Learning Program; 
our learning and fun activities are offered for 40-50 children for seven weeks from July 5 through 
August 19. Held Tuesday through Friday from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m., the program asks for an enrollment 
fee of $65. No child is turned away and scholarships are available for those who cannot pay. 

Children will experience fun-filled days beginning in 
the morning with an academic focus on language arts 
and math, arts and crafts and Science Technology 
Engineering and Mathematics (STEM), followed 
by a nutritious lunch and afternoons of cultural 
enrichment and music education. 

Wednesdays and Fridays are special days – on 
Wednesdays children will swim at the Robbins 
Family YMCA for an hour and Fridays are field 
trip days. Outings planned for the summer will 
include trips to Killens Pond in Felton, DE, the 
Brandywine Zoo in Wilmington, DE, the Delaware 
State Fair in Harrington, DE, and the Harriet 
Tubman Underground Railroad Visitor Center in 
Church Creek, MD. 

Sign up today and learn with us this summer.  
To enroll, call the Cambridge Empowerment  
Center at 410-901-1397.
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Summer Talent Showcase Set for  
August 17, 2022

Remembering King: Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Step Show, Drumline and Talent Showcase will 
be held at the Cambridge Empowerment Center from 4 to 7 p.m. on August 17, 2022. Andrew 
Shannon and Carlton Stanley, Chair of the Pine Street Committee will co-host the event. Celebrity 
Judges Cambridge Mayor LeJan Cephas, Ward 3 Commissioner Jameson Harrington, Second 
Council District Commissioner William V. Nichols, and Dorchester Elks Lodge member Gregory 
Meekins will participate as well. 

The Opening Ceremony will kick-off this wholesome family event that is free and open to the public. 
Music, praise dance, drumline, and step team performances will highlight the day. 

For more information, call Andrew Shannon at 410-901-1397.

Empowerment Center 
Students Honor 
Tuskegee Airmen
Cambridge Empowerment Center met family 
members of the Tuskegee at a Sailwinds Park 
ceremony in Cambridge on Saturday, April 9, 2022. 
The event included a ride on the U.S. AAF P520 and 
a chance to talk with its crew. 

PO Box 494 n  615B Pine Street
Cambridge, MD 21613 n  410-901-1397

cambridgeempowermentcenter.org 3



PO Box 494 n  615B Pine Street
Cambridge, MD 21613 n  410-901-1397

cambridgeempowermentcenter.org4

Honored at the event were 
Brigadier Gen. Charles 
McGee, a member of the 
famed group of black airmen 
who trained together and 
served in segregated units 
as fighter pilots flying P-51 
Mustangs in the skies  
over Europe.

McGee, who lived in 
Maryland, was honored along 
with the late 2nd Lt. Montro 
Askins, himself a Tuskegee 
airman who at one time 
resided in Cambridge.

Ted Yadlowsky, an advisor to 
the foundation that owns and 
operates the Cambridge-based 
rescue boat, was one of the event organizers. 

Yadlowsky said research revealed that multiple Tuskegee airmen had called Cambridge home. 

Also at the event were World War II re-enactors dressed in and displaying equipment of U.S.  
and German personnel.

After-School Program Uses Online IXL 
Program to Supplement Learning
Held four days per week from 
3:30 to 5:30 p.m., the After-
School program begins with 
dinner from 3:45 – 4:15 p.m. 
Following dinner, children 
begin a personalized 20-minute 
IXL online learning experience 
with a comprehensive 
K-12 curriculum. Offering 
individualized guidance by 
analyzing what skills each 
student has been practicing 
and identifying their strengths 
and weaknesses, Online IXL 
makes personalized skill 
recommendations to help  
each student grow from their 
current level. 
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The next 20 minutes are spent reading; students 
either read to each other or listen to a staff 
member read at least three times per week. After 
reading, students engage in science, engineering, 
and art projects as well as recreational activities.

In addition to these activities, students are 
rewarded for their hard work with trips to the 
bowling alley and other fun activities.

To enroll in the After-School Online IXL 
program, call the Cambridge Empowerment 
Center at 410-901-1397.

CEC Incorporates 
Grade-Level Reading into its Programming

Following Dorchester County’s lead, the Cambridge Empowerment Center is incorporating the 
Campaign for Grade-Level Reading (CGLR) across its curriculum. Part of a network of 400+ 
communities across the country focused on disrupting poverty by improving early school success, 
the Campaign for Grade-Level Reading focuses on one of the most important predictors of school 
success and high school graduation – reading on grade level by third grade. 
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“Research shows that being proficient in reading by third 
grade enables students to shift from learning to read to 
reading to learn and to master more complex subject 
matter in the grades that follow,” CEC board member Julia 
Barker explains. “Failure to reach reading mastery leads to a 
downhill trajectory in a student’s academic life.”

The Cambridge Empowerment Center is joining other 
non-profits including the YMCA, New Beginnings, Boys 
and Girls Club, and Harvesting Hope by offering CGLR. 
Not only does the program provide communities with a 
vast library of no-cost tools and professional development 
to serve the families and educators in their community, but 
also CGLR shares critical information to help communities 
collaborate about “lessons learned” and strategies from 
leading experts in the field of education and philanthropy. 

Funded by the John & Janice Wyatt Foundation and led by Jymil Thompson, an experienced 
educator and former principal of Maces Lane Middle School in Cambridge, the Dorchester 
County Campaign for Grade-Level Reading seeks to double the number of third graders reading 
at or above the proficient level over the next 10 years. The action plan addresses three underlying 
challenges that can keep young children, especially those from economically disadvantaged families, 
from learning to read proficiently – the lack of school readiness, school attendance, and summer 
learning/after school programs. CGLR Dorchester is reaching out to parents and families to seek 
their involvement in each way to ensure this initiative is family and child focused. 

“For our after-school program, we hold “Family Reading Nights,” Ms. Barker says. “The children 
are encouraged to read books and stories to their parents. We feel that parent involvement is crucial 
to children’s reading success.”

About Andrew Shannon
Andrew Shannon, a native of Newport News, Virginia was appointed by the Pine Street 
Committee Inc., Board of Directors to serve as the Executive Director of the Cambridge 
Empowerment Center in February 2022. 

Andrew Shannon has over 30 years of experience in both the public and non-profit sector. 

Andrew Shannon served as the first Director of Youth Services for the Fluvanna County Office On 
Youth, Director of Volunteer Services for Southwestern Virginia Training Center, Human Rights 
Advocate for the Commonwealth of Virginia and a national political and business consultant. 

Shannon provides education and training nationally in civic engagement, voter education and 
mobilization. 

Andrew Shannon is the founder and organizer of Southeast Community Day Parade and Festival, 
which is the largest Parade in the City of Newport News, and attracts over 60,000 attendees 
annually; Feeding 5000 and the Andrew Shannon Gospel Music Celebration. Shannon is 
celebrating 31 years of service to humanity and “Building A Stronger Community.” 

Jymil Thompson
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Shannon has been recognized as a 
special featured guest of the United 
States Department of Energy (DOE) 
in Washington, DC for their Black 
History Month Program and included 
a presentation of the Andrew Shannon 
Step Show, Drumline and Talent 
Showcase in the Forrestal Auditorium. 

In addition to his community 
involvement, Shannon is involved  
in civil rights. 

Shannon is a former member of the 
U.S. Commission on Civil Rights 
Virginia Advisory Committee. 

Andrew Shannon serves as the State 
Vice President and Chapter President 
of the Southern Christian Leadership 
Conference (SCLC). The SCLC was 
founded by Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 

Shannon has received numerous awards 
for his outstanding community service.

His diligent work and tireless efforts and impact have helped to enhance the quality of life for 
many socially and economically disadvantaged families. 

Andrew Shannon’s work has built a nationwide network of partnerships because of his intensive 
training that teaches the tools and techniques necessary for success. Shannon provides training in 
civic engagement to elected officials, members of the clergy, business and community leaders in 
voter education and voter information as well as issue oriented topics.

The experience and connections gained from the training provided by Andrew Shannon has helped 
launch and enhance careers in grassroots activism, political campaigns, public policy, congressional 
offices, and civic/social and religious organizations.

Shannon is also a political consultant who has worked on numerous campaigns for candidates in 
local, statewide and national elections over the past 30 years. His efforts in organizing, canvassing, 
getting out the vote and monitoring polls during elections has proven to be successful and has 
resulted in the election of many local, statewide and national candidates.

Shannon is married to Lisha Bryant-Shannon and has two daughters, Dr. Andrea N. Shannon, 
D.C. and Inesha N. Shannon-Connell, MS –OTR/L (Cody, son-in-law).

Andrew Shannon (center), as the Local Southern 
Christian Leadership Conference President with 
SCLC Chapter Vice President Edna Davis and 
Terry Willams, SCLC Chapter Member. Photo: 
13News Now
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